166                  A MASTER OF MISRULE
the katarjis came running up with tidings much resembling
those of the servants of Job, and in much the same state
of mind as that of those unfortunates. The Sabaeans,
represented by the personal servants of the Sheikh, had come
down on the animals as they were feeding, and disregarding
all protests had carried off every one !
There was of course a tremendous storm, for a deadlier
Insult to guest and British Consul could hardly be imagined ;
and the tame kaimakam was required to procure the instant
return of the stolen property. He, poor man, was grievously
perplexed between his fear of the Consul on the one hand,
and his fear of his proprietor on the other. Between the
two, he collapsed in something very like tears, ejaculating
" What can I do ? They were the Sheikh's men who took
them." He did send out his two zaptiehs, with a consular
kavass, to bring back the beasts ; but as soon as they were
outside the village, those two worthies sat themselves on
the ground and" informed the kavass that, kaimakam or
no kaimakam, they were not going to do anything against
the Sheikh's followers if they knew it !
The animals were returned that evening ; and it came
out that Sheikh Musa had suddenly conceived the idea
that he would give a picnic to his womenkind; wherefore
the order " bring horses " had been issued, and obedience
to it was expected.
" There are no horses, your Greatness/' the servants had
said.
"No horses? There are horses!" pointing to the
meadow where the Consul's animals were at grass.
" But those are the Consul's, your Greatness."
" The Consul's !   Am I Sheikh, or am I not ? "
So the horses were brought ; and it is to be hoped that
the trouble that followed, and the fine that had to be paid,
was a salutary lesson to everybody.
Of late years, a family quarrel has rather diminished the
power of Sheikh Taha. His uncle Abd-1-Kadr, son of Obeid-
Ullah, returned from Constantinople with the claim to be
(what he is by all laws of primogeniture) the Head of the
House. Fighting followed between the two ; a proceeding